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November  11,  1956 
Dears  Friends: 

Our  dreams  have  come  true  and  our  prayers  have  been  answered. 
God  has  answered  our  prayers  and  blessed  our  labors  to  the  point  that 
we  are  privileged  to  dedicate  this  beautiful  House  of  Worship  to  the 
glory  of  God  and  to  the  good  of  mankind  today.  The  dreams  which  are 
being  fulfilled  today  had  their  origin  when  on  December  29,  1941,  the 
members  of  Zion  congregation  purchased  IV2  acres  of  land  from 
Greensboro  College,  Inc.,  here  on  Davenport  Hill  as  a  location  for  its 
new  House  of  Worship.  Our  dreams  have  come  true.  The  first  unit  of 
this  new  building  was  completed  and  dedicated  to  the  glory  of  God  in 
March  1953.  Today  the  building  program  is  being  brought  to  a  comple- 
tion with  the  erection  of  this  House  of  God. 

It  has  been  a  privilege  for  me  to  be  pastor  of  Zion  congregation  in 
this  building  program  and  to  work  in  complete  harmony  with  ALL 
members  of  the  congregation,  the  consistory,  the  building  and  the 
finance  committees. 

With  added  facilities  for  worship,  for  Christian  education  and 
Christian  fellowship  now  at  our  disposal,  we  have  the  responsibility 
of  widening  the  outreach  of  Zion  church  in  this  community.  The  task 
of  Evangelism  and  Christian  service  challenge  us  today.  Only  as  we 
faithfully  carry  out  our  labors  for  our  fellowman  today  and  those  to 
come  after  us,  can  we  be  worthy  of  the  faith,  the  labors  and  sacrifices 
which  our  forefathers  have  entrusted  to  us. 

As  we  therefore  accept  this  challenge,  let  us  so  live  and  serve 
that  the  world  is  made  better  because  we  have  lived.  In  the  words  of 
this  beautiful  hymn  then  may  we  dedicate  our  lives  anew  this  day: 

"Jesus  I  live  to  Thee,  the  loveliest  and  best; 

My  life  in  Thee,  Thy  life  in  me,  in  Thy  blest  love  I  rest." 

Sincerely  yours, 
Henry  J.  Meier 
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1956  SEASON  OF  DEDICATION 


"When  we  build  let  us  think  that  we  build  forever.  Let  it  not  be  for 
the  present  delights,  nor  for  present  use  alone,  let  it  be  such  work  as 
our  descendants  will  thank  us  for,  and  let  us  think  that  a  time  is  to 
come  when  these  stones  will  be  held  sacred  because  our  hands  have 
touched  them,  and  that  men  will  say  as  they  look  upon  the  labor,  and 
the  wrought  substance  of  them,  'See,  this  our  fathers  did  for  us.' " 

—  John  Ruskin 


SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  11,  1956 

CHURCH  DEDICATION  SERVICES  11  A.M. 

CORNER  STONE  LAYING:  DEDICATION  OF  MEMORIALS 

AND  GIFTS  2:30  P.M. 

OPEN  HOUSE  AND  RECEPTION  4  to  6  P.M. 

■ 

OFFICIATING  CLERGYMEN 

The   Rev.   Harvey  A.  Fesperman,  D.D.,   Salisbury,   N.   C,  full  time 
president  of  Southern  Synod. 

The  Rev.  Roy  E.  Leinbach,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Bethel-St.  Paul's  charge, 
Newton,  N.  C. 

The  Rev.  Banks  Shepherd,  pastor  of  the  Brookford-Macedonia  charge, 
Hickory,  N.  C. 

The   Rev.   Walter   W.   Rowe,   D.D.,   Pastor   Emeritus,   Zion  Church, 
Lenoir,  N.  C. 

The  chancel  flowers  have  been  given  by  Huitt,  Lonnie.  and  Albert 
Carpenter  in  honor  of  their  mother,  and  in  memory  of  their  father, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  A.  Carpenter. 

The  Morning  Worship  Services  today  are  being  broadcast  over  the 
local  radio  station  WJRI. 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Morrow,  Organist 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Rash,  Choir  Director 

Sigmon  Whitener,  Acolyte 

THE  USHERS 

James  Morrow,  Head  Usher  Paul  Whitener 

Albert  Walker  James  Pegram 

Thomas  C.  Harville  Harold  Smith 

*  Congregation  will  please  stand 

#  Congregational  Response 
X  Latecomers  may  be  seated 

Male  Quartet       First  Presbyterian  Church,  Lenoir 
First  Tenor,  Lynn  R.  Bernhardt 
Second  Tenor,  George  L.  Bernhardt 
Baritone,  J.  Harper  Beall,  Jr. 
Bass,  Fred  A.  Long 
Accompanist,  Mrs.  Lynn  R.  Bernhardt 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Morrow  and  Dennis  Rash  are  assisting  us 
in  the  choir  today. 
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THE  SERVICE  OF  DEDICATION 
The  congregation  will  assemble  in  the  area  in  front  of  the  main  en- 
trance to  the  church,  and  then  join  the  processional,  which  proceeds  as 
follows:  The  Acolyte,  The  Choir,  the  Clergy  sharing  in  the  services, 
the  Architect  and  Builder,  the  Chairman  of  the  Building  and  Building 
fund  committees,  the  Consistory,  the  Members  of  the  Building  and 
Building  Fund  committees,  the  Congregation,  and  Friends. 
Minister:  "In  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  Amen." 

SCRIPTURE  READING:  Psalm  24 

THE  GIVING  OF  THE  KEYS  AND  ENTERING  THE  CHURCH 
(The  key  to  the  front  door  is  given  by  the  architect,  in  whose  mind  the 
building  was  first  conceived  and  planned,  to  the  builder,  who  erected 
this  beautiful  House  of  Worship.  He  in  turn  will  give  the  key  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  who  will  give  it  to  the  minister, 
who  will  unlock  the  door). 

MINISTER:  "Peace  be  to  this  house  and  to  all  that  enter  therein." 
THE  PRELUDE:  "O  Lord  Most  Holy"  Franck 

THE  PROCESSIONAL  HYMN:  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy" 

1.  Holy,  Holy,  Holy.  Lord  God  Almighty! 

Early  in  the  morning  our  song  shall  rise  to  Thee: 
Holy,  Holy,  Holy!  Merciful  and  mighty! 
God  in  Three  Persons,  blessed  Trinity! 

2.  Holy,  Holy,  Holy!  All  the  saints  adore  Thee, 

Casting  down  their  golden  crowns  around  the  glassy  sea; 
Cherubim  and  seraphim  falling  down  before  Thee, 
Who  wert,  and  art,  and  evermore  shalt  be. 

3.  Holy,  Holy,  Holy!  Though  the  darkness  hide  Thee, 
Though  the  eye  of  sinful  man  Thy  glory  may  not  see, 
Only  Thou  art  holy;  there  is  none  beside  Thee, 
Perfect  in  power,  in  love,  and  purity. 

4.  Holy,  Holy,  Holy!  Lord  God  Almighty! 

All  Thy  works  shall  praise  Thy  name  in  earth  and  sky  and  sea; 
Holy,  Holy,  Holy!  Merciful  and  mighty! 
God  in  Three  Persons,  blessed  Trinity!  Amen 
*THE  INVOCATION 

*THE  CHORAL  RESPONSE:  "The  Lord  is  in  His  Holy  Temple" 
#*THE  CONFESSION  OF  SIN 

Almighty  and  most  merciful  God  our  heavenly  Father,  we  humble  our- 
selves tefore  thee,  under  a  deep  sense  of  our  unworthiness  and  guilt. 
We  have  greviously  sinned  against  thee,  in  thought,  in  word,  and  in 
deed.  We  have  come  short  of  thy  glory,  we  have  broken  thy  com- 
mandments, and  turned  aside  every  one  of  us  from  the  way  of  life. 
Yet  now,  O  most  merciful  Father,  hear  us  when  we  call  upon  thee  with 
penitent  hearts,  and  for  the  sake  of  thy  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  have  mercy 
upon  us.  Pardon  our  sins;  take  away  our  guilt;  and  grant  us  thy  peace. 
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Purify  us,  by  the  inspiration  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  from  all  inward  un- 
cleanness,  and  make  us  able  and  willing  to  serve  thee  in  newness  of 
life,  to  the  glory  of  thy  holy  Name;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen 

X*HYMN  No.  359:  "O  Thou  Whose  Hand  Hath  Brought  Us" 

1.  O  Thou,  whose  hand  hath  brought  us  Unto  this  joyful  day, 
Accept  our  glad  thanksgiving,  And  listen  as  we  pray; 

And  may  our  preparation  for  this  day's  service  be 
With  one  accord  to  offer  Ourselves,  O  Lord,  to  Thee. 

2.  For  this  new  house  we  praise  Thee,  reared  at  Thine  own 

command. 

For  every  generous  spirit,  And  every  willing  hand; 

O  Lord  within  this  temple,  Thy  glory  may  we  see, 

For  all  its  strength  and  beauty  Are  nothing  without  Thee. 

3.  And  oft  as  here  we  gather,  And  hearts  in  worship  blend, 

May  truth  reveal  its  power,  and  fervent  prayer  ascend; 
Here  may  Thy  burdened  children  Rise  to  the  things  above; 
The  young,  the  old,  be  strengthened,  And  all  men  learn  Thy 
love.  Amen 

THE  SCRIPTURE  READING:  Revelations  21,  2-5 

John  2,  13-17  The  Rev.  Walter  W.  Rowe,  D.D. 

#*THE  GLORIA  PATRI 
*THE  PASTORAL  PRAYER 

Minister:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
Congregation.  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Minister.  Let  us  pray. 

X#*THE  PRAYER  RESPONSE:  "Hear,  0  Lord,  Our  Humble 
Supplication" 

THE  ANTHEM:  "The  Lord  Is  My  Strength"  Ellis 

\ 

*THE  DEDICATION  OF  THE 

CHURCH  The  Rev.  Harvey  A.  Fesperman,  D.D. 

"Send  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth,  0  Lord.  Let  them  lead  me  to  thy 
holy  hill  and  to  thy  tabernacle,  that  I  may  praise  thee  before  thine 
altar,  thou  God  of  my  salvation." 
Minister:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
Congregation:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Minister:  Let  us  pray. 

O  God  who  art  present  in  all  places  of  thy  dominion,  to  accept  and 
further  the  services  of  all  thy  creatures;  hear  us,  we  humbly  beseech 
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thee,  and  by  thy  Holy  Spirit  consecrate  this  house  which  we  dedicate 
unto  thee. 

For  the  worship  of  thy  holy  Name 

For  thy  ministry  of  the  Word, 

For  the  administration  of  the  Sacraments, 

WE  DEDICATE  THIS  HOUSE. 
For  the  sanctification  of  the  family, 
For  the  guidance  of  childhood, 
For  the  summoning  of  youth  to  a  life  of  service 

WE  DEDICATE  THIS  HOUSE. 
For  sympathy  and  fellowship  with  the  needy, 
For  brotherhood  with  all  men, 
For  the  unity  of  all  believers  in  Christ. 

WE  DEDICATE  THIS  HOUSE. 
For  aggression  against  evil, 
For  fostering  civic  righteousness-, 
For  promoting  peace  and  justice  in  all  the  earth, 

WE  DEDICATE  THIS  HOUSE. 
For  the  sending  forth  of  the  gospel  unto  the  uttermost  part  of 

the  earth, 

For  the  giving  of  hope  and  courage  to  those  who  labor  in  the 
Lord, 

For  the  consecration  of  life  and  service,  till  thy  kingdom  come, 
WE  DEDICATE  THIS  HOUSE. 
O  God,  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  our  Father  which  art  in 
heaven, 

TO  THEE  WE  DEDICATE  THIS  HOUSE 
0  God,  the  Son,  Saviour  of  the  World,  Head  over  all  things  to  the 
Church,  Prophet,  Priest  and  King, 

TO  THEE  WE  DEDICATE  THIS  HOUSE. 
0  God  the  Holy  Spirit,  Teacher,  Sanctifier,  and  Comforter,  Lord  and 
Giver  of  life, 

TO  THEE  WE  DEDICATE  THIS  HOUSE. 
Here  the  Minister,  with  uplifted  hands,  shall  say, 

"Holy,  blessed  and  glorious  Trinity,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  Thee  we  dedicate  this  House,  that  it  may  be  the  habita- 
tion of  thy  Name  and  the  place  where  thy  glory  dwelleth.  Arise,  O 
Lord,  into  thy  rest;  thou,  and  the  ark  of  thy  strength." 

#*THE  SERAPHIC  HYMN  Alonzo  F.  Howard 

Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God  of  Sabaoth; 

Heaven  and  earth  are  full,  are  full  of  the  majesty  of  Thy  glory, 
Hosanna,  hosanna,  hosanna  in  the  highest! 
Blessed  is  He  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
Hosanna,  hosanna,  hosanna  in  the  highest! 

♦THE  DEDICATION  PEAYER:  Almighty  and  Everlasting  God,  who 
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dwellest  not  in  temples  made  with  hands,  yet  who  delightest  thyself  in 
the  praises  of  the  sanctuary;  accept  the  offering  of  this  house  which 
thy  people  have  builded  to  thy  holy  Name.  Send  down  thy  Holy  Spirit, 
we  beseech  Thee,  and  let  this  house,  and  every  part  thereof,  be  sancti- 
fied and  hallowed  unto  thee.  Here  let  thy  presence  dwell  and  thy  glory 
be  revealed;  and  grant  that  all  who  call  upon  thee  here  may  worship 
thee  in  spirit  and  in  truth  and  may  in  their  lives  show  forth  thy  praise; 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen 

♦THE  DEDICATION  BENEDICTION:  Now  unto  him  that  is-  able  to 
do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  think,  according  to 
the  power  that  worketh  in  us;  unto  him  be  glory  in  the  Church  by 
Christ  Jesus,  throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end.  Amen 
VOCAL  SOLO:  "How  Lovely  Are  Thy  Dwellings"  Liddle 

Sung  by  Miss  Phyllis  Hedrick 
PRESENTATION  OF  DEDICATION  TITHES  AND  GIFTS 
THE  OFFERTORY:  "Andante  Religioso"  Calver 
♦THE  OFFERTORY  RESPONSE:  "All  Things  Come  of  Thee, 

O  Lord"  The  Choir 

ORAL  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE  SERMON:  "The  Church  of  the  Living  God" 

The  Rev.  Harvey  A.  Fesperman,  D.D. 

♦HYMN  No.  357:  "Thou,  Whose  Unmeasured  Temple  Stands" 

1.  Thou,  whose  unmeasured  temple  stands-, 
Built  over  earth  and  sea, 

Accept  the  walls  that  human  hands 
Have  raised,  O  God  to  Thee. 

2.  Lord,  from  Thine  inmost  glory  send, 
Within  these  walls  to  abide, 

The  peace  that  dwelleth  without  end 
Serenly  by  Thy  side. 

3.  May  erring  minds  that  worship  here 

Be  taught  the  better  way; 
And  they  who  mourn,  and  they  who  fear 
Be  strengthened  as  they  pray. 

4.  May  faith  grow  firm,  and  love  grow  warm, 
And  pure  devotion  rise, 

While  round  these  hallowed  walls  the  storm 
Of  earthborn  passion  dies.  Amen 

♦THE  BENEDICTION  The  Rev.  Harvey  A.  Fesperman,  D.D. 

♦CLOSING  RESPONSE:  "Father  Bless  Us"  The  Choir 

♦THE  RECESSIONAL  HYMN:  "God  of  Grace  and  God  of  Glory" 
(The  congregation  joins  the  choir  in  singing) 
1.    God  of  grace  and  God  of  glory,  On  Thy  people  pour  thy  power; 
Crown  Thine  ancient  church's  story;  Bring  her  bud  to  glorious 
flower. 
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Grant  us  wisdom,  Grant  us  courage,  for  the  facing  of  this  hour. 

2.  Lo,  the  hosts  of  evil  round  us,  Scorn  Thy  Christ,  assail  His  ways. 
From  the  fears  that  long  have  bound  us 

Free  our  hearts  to  faith  and  praise; 

Grant  us  wisdom,  grant  us  courage,  for  the  living  of  these  days. 

3.  Cure  thy  children's  warring  madness,  Bend  our  pride  to  thy 

control. 

Shame  our  wanton,  selfish  gladness,  Rich  in  things  and  poor  in 
soul. 

Grant  us  wisdom,  Grant  us  courage,  Lest  we  miss  Thy  kingdom's 
goal. 

4.  Set  our  feet  on  lofty  places; 
Gird  our  lives  that  they  may  be 
Armored  with  all  Christlike  graces 
In  the  fight  to  set  men  free. 

Grant  us  wisdom,  Grant  us  courage  That  we  fail  not  man  or 
Thee.  Amen 

THE  POSTLUDE:  "Postlude"  Lorenz 


THE  CORNER  STONE  LAYING  SERVICE 
2:30  P.M. 

The  congregation  will  assemble  in  the  area  in  front  of  the  main  entrance 
of  the  church  for  the  Corner  Stone  Laying  and  will  then  join  in  the 
processional  into  the  church  joining  the  choir  in  singing  verses  3  and  4 
of  the  processional  hymn. 

THE  CALL  TO  WORSHIP 

THE  SCRIPTURE  READING:  Psalm  84 

THE  PRAYER 

MENTION  ARTICLES  TO  BE  PLACED  IN  CORNER  STONE 
THE  CORNER  STONE  LAYING 
THE  LORD'S  PRAYER  In  Unison 

THE  DEDICATION  OF  MEMORIALS  AND  GIFTS  SERVICE 
THE  PROCESSIONAL  HYMN:  "Christ  is  made  the  Sure  Foundation" 

1.  Christ  is  made  the  sure  foundation,  Christ  the  Head  and  Corner 

Stone, 

Chosen  of  the  Lord  and  precious,  Binding  all  the  Church  in  one: 
Holy  Zion's  help  forever,  and  her  confidence  alone. 

2.  To  this  temple,  where  we  call  Thee,  Come  0  Lord  of  hosts  today; 
With  thy  wanted  Loving  kindness,  Hear  thy  people  as  they  pray. 


And  thy  fullest  benediction,  Shed  within  its  walls  always. 

3.  Here  vouchsafe  to  all  thy  Servants,  What  they  ask  of  Thee  to 

gain 

What  they  gain  from  Thee  forever  With  the  blessed  to  retain, 
And  hereafter  in  Thy  glory,  evermore  with  Thee  to  reign. 

4.  Laud  and  honor  to  the  Father,  Laud  and  honor  to  the  Son, 
Laud  and  honor  to  the  Spirit,  Ever  Three  and  ever  One, 

Cne  in  might  and  One  in  glory,  While  unending  ages  run.  Amen 
THE  PRELUDE:  "The  Hour  of  Worship"  Siegle 
*THE  INVOCATION 

♦THE  CHORAL  RESPONSE:  "The  Lord  is  in  His  Holy  Temple" 
#*THE  CONFESSION  OF  SIN 

Almighty  and  most  merciful  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  we  humble 
ourselves  before  Thee,  under  a  deep  sense  of  our  unworthiness  and 
guilt.  We  have  grievously  sinned  against  Thee,  in  thought,  in  word,  and 
in  deed.  We  have  come  short  of  thy  glory,  we  have  broken  Thy  com- 
mandments, and  turned  aside  every  one  of  us  from  the  way  of  life. 
Yet  now,  O  most  merciful  Father,  hear  us  when  we  call  upon  thee  with 
penitent  hearts,  and  for  the  sake  of  Thy  Son  Jesus  Christ  have  mercy 
upon  us.  Pardon  our  sins;  take  away  our  guilt;  and  grant  us  thy  peace. 
Purify  us-,  by  the  inspiration  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  from  all  inward  un- 
cleanness,  and  make  us  able  and  willing  to  serve  Thee  in  newness  of 
life,  to  the  glory  of  Thy  holy  name;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 

X*HYMN  No.  72:  "Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God" 

1.  Now  thank  we  all  our  God,  with  heart,  and  hands  and  voices, 
Who  wondrous  things  hath  done,  In  whom  His  world  rejoices; 
Who  from  our  mother's  arms  Hath  blest  us  on  our  way 
With  countless  gifts  of  love,  And  still  is  ours  today. 

2.  O  may  this  bounteous  God  Through  all  our  life  be  near  us, 
With  ever  joyful  hearts  and  blessed  peace  to  cheer  us; 

To  keep  us  in  His  grace,  And  guide  us  when  perplexed, 
And  free  us  from  all  ills  In  this  world  and  the  next. 

3.  All  praise  and  thanks  to  God,  The  Father,  now  be  given, 
The  Son,  and  Him  who  reigns  With  them  in  highest  heaven, 
The  One  Eternal  God,  Whom  earth  and  heaven  adore; 

For  thus  it  was,  is-  now,  And  shall  be  evermore.  Amen 
THE  SCRIPTURE  READING:  Psalm  122;  Matthew  16,  13-20 

The  Rev.  Banks  Shepherd 

#*THE  GLORIA  PATRI ' 
*THE  PASTORAL  PRAYER 

Minister:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

Congregation:  And  with  thy  spirit. 

Minister:  Let  us  pray. 
#*THE  PRAYER  RESPONSE:  "Hear,  0  Lord,  Our  Humble 
Supplication" 

THE  ANTHEM:  "A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God"  Luther 
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♦THE  DEDICATION  OF  MEMORIALS  AND  GIFTS 

Minister:  Dearly  beloved,  we  learn  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  that  it  is 
meet  and  right  that  we  should  set  apart  that  which  we  use  for  the 
worship  of  God  and  dedicate  such  to  high  and  holy  usage.  We  are 
resembled  now  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  these  various  memorials 
and  gifts  to  the  service  and  glory  of  God  and  to  the  enrichment  of  the 
soul  of  man  as  they  enable  us  to  worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 
We  are  glad  to  accept  these  useful,  meaningful  and  beautiful  gifts  with 
gratitude,  and  with  the  assurance  that  not  only  will  they  help  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  those  we  can  never  forget,  but  that  they  will 
also  add  beauty  and  dignity  to  our  Sanctuary,  and  grace  to  the  worship 
we  offer  to  God  and  His  Son  our  Lord. 

MEMORIALS  AND  GIFTS  TO  BE  DEDICATED 

The  Altar  The  Altar  Brass 

The  Reredcs  The  Choir  Pews 

The  Pulpit  The  Clergy  Seats 

The  Lectern  The  Congregational  pews,  the  screens 

and  cushions. 

The  Altar  Hangings 

Minister:  To  the  glory  of  God  and  the  edification  of  this  House  of 
Worship. 

Congregation:  We  dedicate  these  memorials  and  gifts. 

Minister:  In  grateful  recognition  of  the  abiding  presence  of  the  trinity, 

the  father,  the  son  and  the  holy  spirit. 
Congregation:  We  dedicate  these  memorials  and  gifts. 

Minister:  So  that  within  these  sacred  walls  men  and  women,  young 
people  and  children,  fellow  Christians  and  strangers  may 
lift  up  their  hearts  in  prayer,  meditate  on  things  eternal, 
commune  with  the  Triune  God,  and  present  themselves  a 
living  sacrifice,  holy  acceptable  unto  God. 

Congregation:  We  dedicate  these  memorials  and  gifts. 
♦THE  PRAYER  OF  DEDICATION 

PRESENTATION  OF  DEDICATION  TITHES  AND  GIFTS 

THE  OFFERTORY:  "Consecration"  Wilson 

*THE  OFFERTORY  RESPONSE:  "All  Things-  Come  of  Thee, 

0  Lord"  The  Choir 

SPECIAL  MUSIC:  "Bless  This  House"  May  H.  Brahe 

Presbyterian  Men's  Quartet 
ORAL  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE  SERMON:  "Dedicated  Lives"  The  Rev.  Roy  E.  Leinbach,  Jr. 

>:  THE  BENEDICTION  The  Rev.  Roy  E,  Leinbach,  Jr. 

♦THE  CLOSING  RESPONSE:  "Father  Bless  Us"  The  Choir 

♦THE  RECESSIONAL  HYMN:  "Lead  On,  0  King  Eternal" 
1.    Lead  on,  0  king  eternal!  The  day  of  march  has  come; 

Henceforth  in  fields  of  conquest,  Thy  tents  shall  be  our  home. 
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Through  days  of  preparation  Thy  grace  has  made  us  strong. 
And  now,  O  King  eternal,  We  lift  our  battle  song. 

2.  Lead  on,  O  King  eternal,  Till  sin's  fierce  war  shall  cease, 
And  holiness  shall  whisper  The  sweet  Amen  of  peace; 

For  not  with  swords,  loud  clashing,  Nor  roll  of  stirring  drums; 
But  deeds  of  love  and  mercy  The  heavenly  kingdom  comes. 

3.  Lead  on,  0  King  eternal,  We  follow,  not  with  fears; 

For  gladness  breaks  like  morning  Where'er  Thy  face  appears; 
Thy  cross  is  lifted  o'er  us*;  We  journey  in  its  Ught; 
The  crown  awaits  the  conquest;  Lead  on,  O  God  of  might.  Amen 
THE  POSTLUDE:  "Postlude"  Sergisson 

IN  MEMORIAM 

This  space  is  dedicated  to  the  members  of  this  congregation  who 
have  labored  sacrificially  toward  fulfillment  of  the  dream  for  a 
new  church,  but  who  are  now  in  the  Church  Triumphant.  In  fond 
memoriam  and  with  sabered  thoughts  we  remember  them.  "These 
all  .  .  .  received  not  the  promise,  God  having  provided  some  better 
things  concerning  us>,  that  apart  from  us  they  should  not  be  made 
perfect."  Hebrews  11,  39  and  40. 

MEMORIALS  AND  DESIGNATED  GIFTS 

FURNITURE 

The  Chancel  Furniture  is  given  in  memory  of  J.  P.  and  Sarah  Bost 

Rabb  by  their  children  and  grand  children. 

The  Reredos  is  given  by  Anne  Williams  McAllister. 

The  Nave  and  Chancel  Pews  and  Screens  are  given  in  memory  of  Mrs. 
A.  E.  McNairy,  her  children  and  grandchildren,  by  those  of  her  family 
still  living. 

WINDOWS 

The  Rose  Window  is  given  in  memory  of  Ivey  Tilden  Hedrick,  Cora 
Rachel  Hedrick,  Ottis  Lee  Hedrick  and  Dorothy  Mary  Hedrick  by  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Clyde  Reitzel  Hedrick. 

LIGHTING  FIXTURES 

Two  Narthex  Ceiling  Fixtures  are  given  in  memory  of  William  Wayne 
Blackwelder  by  C.  D.  Rabb  and  family. 

One  Narthex  Ceiling  Fixture  is  given  in  memory  of  William  Wayne 
Blackwelder  by  the  employees  of  Blackwelder  Hospital. 
The  Organ  Light  is  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  P.  Morrow. 

DOORS 

The  east  Side  Entrance  Door  to  the  Narthex  is  given  in  memory  of 
William  Wayne  Blackwelder  by  his  brother,  Bruce  Keith  Blackwelder. 
The  west  Side  Entrance  Door  to  the  Narthex  is  given  in  memory  of 
Lizzie  Jean  McNairy  Blackwelder  by  D wight  McNairy  Blackwelder  and 
Verne  Hamilton  Blackwelder. 

The  Center  Aisle  Doors  from  the  Narthex  to  the  Nave  are  given  by 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  C.  HarviLle  and  Tommy. 

One  Side  Aisle  Door  entering  the  Nave  from  the  Chancel  area  is  given 
in  memory  of  Perry  A.  Carpenter  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Carpenter. 
One  Side  Aisle  Door  entering  the  Nave  from  the  Chancel  area  is  given 
in  memory  of  J.  Frank  Miller  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Carpenter. 
The  Front  Entrance  Doors  are  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Greer. 
The  Pew  Cushions  are  given  in  memory  of  A.  A.  Blackwelder  and 
Mary   Francis    McNairy   Blackwelder   by   Dr.    and   Mrs.   Verne  H. 
Blackwelder  and  daughters,  Barbara  and  Mary  Caroline. 
The  Altar  Brass  is  given  in  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  L.  Edmisten 
by  their  sons  and  daughters. 

The  green  Altar  Hanging  is  given  in  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  L. 
Edmisten  by  their  sons  and  daughters. 

The  white  Altar  Hanging  is  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orin  S.  Whitener 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  0.  Abemathy. 

Two  Narthex  Tables  are  given  by  the  John  F.  Bost  family. 

The  Corner  Stone  is  given  by  the  members  of  the  Youth  Fellowship. 

The  Copper  Box  for  the  corner  stone  is  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  0. 

Abemathy. 

A  HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE  EVANGELICAL  AND 
REFORMED  CHURCH 

The  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  was  formed  in  1934  with 
the  merger  of  the  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America  and  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States.  The  "Evangelical"  part  of  our 
Church  name  goes  back  to  the  original  Reformation  movement  in 
Germany  under  Martin  Luther,  to  the  group  which  chose  to  be  known 
ap  Lutherans. 

The  "Reformed"  part  of  our  Church  name  goes  back  to  the  original 
Reformation  movement  in  Switzerland  under  Ulrich  Zwingli,  with  the 
group  which  chose  to  be  known  as  the  "Reformed  Church"  —  reformed 
according  to  the  Word  of  God."  These  two  groups  arose  independently 
but  simultaneously  in  the  earliest  days  of  the  great  Reformation 
movement,  and  thus  are  the  oldest  of  the  Protestant  groups. 

All  of  us  know  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  Christian  Church  which  bear  that  distinctive  name. 
But  we  sometimes  forget  that  from  this  "Reformed"  movement  originat- 
ing  in  Switzerland  have  come  the  different  branches  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
possibly  others;  and  that,  in  addition,  the  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Congregational  Christian  Churches  and  the  Disciples  of  Christ,  among 
others,  all  belong  to  this  same  church  family.  More  than  twenty  millions 
cf  members  belong  to  this  "Reformed"  branch  of  the  Christian  Church. 
And  the  great  Baptist  Church  came  from  friends  of  Zwingli  in  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  who  would  not  accept  infant  baptism.  It  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  Zwingli  was  the  first  to  appoint  lay  members  to  positions  of 
authority  in  the  Church,  and  that  from  Switzerland  and  this  original 
"Reformed"  group  came  our  democratic  way  of  life. 

On  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Protestant  Reformation,. 
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King  Frederick  William  III  of  Prussia  issued  an  order  bringing  together 
these  two  branches  of  the  Protestant  movement  into  the  Evangelical 
Church  of  Prussia.  About  a  century  later  these  two  branches  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  America  chose  to  become  one  in  organization  and 
work,  and  were  merged  in  1934.  Now  our  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church  and  the  Congregational  Christian  Churches  are  working  toward 
a  union  of  these  two  major  denominations  in  June  1957. 

A  HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  ZION  CONGREGATION 

The  history  of  Zion  congregation  is  closely  interwoven  with  that 
of  our  denomination  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  so  by  way  of  back- 
ground we  bring  you  these  historical  facts.  Lower  Stone  congregation 
in  Rowan  county  is  believed  to  be  the  oldest  Reformed  congregation 
es  ablished  in  North  Carolina  in  the  year  1745,  followed  by  Brick, 
Pilgrim  and  Beck  Reformed  congregations.  The  Classis  of  North 
Carolina  was  organized  in  Brick  Church,  Guilford  county  on  May  21, 
1831,  by  four  ministers  and  four  elders.  At  this  meeting  of  Classis,  the 
Rev.  Wm.  Hauck  was  elected  president,  Rev.  J.  H.  Crawford,  Recording 
Secretary,  Rev.  J.  G.  Fritcney,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Rev.  D. 
B.  Leach,  treasurer.  The  delegates  present  at  this  meeting  represented 
seventeen  congregations.  The  second  meeting  of  Classis  was  held  on 
June  9,  1833  in  Pilgrim  church,  Davidson  county,  generally  known  as 
Leonard's  church,  and  one  of  the  oldest  churches  in  North  Carolina. 

In  the  year  1851  Bear  Creek  church  was  founded  and  Catawba 
College  was  organized  in  Newton  as  a  preparatory  school.  The  first 
graduating  class  in  1889  consisted  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Leonard,  Dr.  J.  M.  L. 
Lyerly  and  Dr.  M,  A.  Foyl.  When  the  general  synod  met  in  Hickory 
in  1923  it  was  decided  to  move  the  college  to  Salisbury,  which  was 
accomplished  in  the  same  year  with  Dr.  Elmore  R.  Hoke  as  the  first 
president  in  the  new  location.  Claremont  College,  a  "school  for  girls, 
was  opened  in  Hickory  in  1880  and  closed  in  1924.  The  Classis  agreed 
in  1903  to  establish  the  Nazareth  Orphans  Home  near  Rockwell.  The 
home  was  opened  in  1906.  Johns  River  Valley  Camp  was  established 
near  Collettsville  in  the  year  1936  largely  through  the  efforts  of  Dr. 
W.  W.  Rowe  and  the  generosity  of  the  Lenoir  Kiwanis  club.  Again 
through  the  efforts  and  interest  of  Dr.  Rowe,  the  Assembly  Grounds 
at  Blowing  Rock  were  secured  and  given  to  the  Southern  synod  in  1945 
in  memory  of  Mr.  Abel  A.  Shuford  by  his  children  and  grandchildren. 

In  the  year  1890,  Mr.  J.  P.  Rabb,  Mr.  C.  H.  A.  Rupp,  Mr.  G.  R.  Boyd, 
Mr.  J.  F.  Bost  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Gall,  with  their  families,  took  up  residence 
in  Lenoir.  They  requested  Classis  to  provide  them  with  preaching 
services  at  least  once  a  month.  Dr.  Murphy  was  authorized  to  organize 
a  congregation,  which  was  done  at  Mary's  Grove  by  the  Rev.  P.  M. 
Trexler  on  May  8,  1898  with  the  following  charter  members:  J.  P.  Rabb, 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Rabb,  I.  G.  Rabb,  J.  P.  Rabb,  Jr.,  George  Thomason,  Mrs. 
George  F.  Thomason,  G.  R.  Boyd,  C.  H.  A.  Rupp  and  John  F.  Bost.  At 
a  congregational  meeting  on  June  8,  1902,  presided  over  by  Rev.  W.  W. 
Rowe,  it  was  decided  to  build  a  church  in  Lenoir.  This  new  house  of 
worship  was  dedicated  on  West  College  Avenue  on  August  9,  1903  at 
a  cost  of  $1575  with  a  membership  of  fourteen  people. 
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PICTURE  OF  FIRST  CHURCH 


W.  H.  McNairy 
The  First  Regular  Pastor 
1903-1907 


On  June  23,  1923  the  church  building  pictured  above  was  purchased 
from  the  First  Baptist  congregation  for  $17,500  including  improvements. 
On  January  1,  1932  the  congregation  became  self  supporting. 


REV.  JOHN  C.  PEELER,  D.D.  DR.  W.  W.  ROWE 

1923  -  1935  1935  -  1948 

During  his  pastorate,  the  con- 
gregation bought  the  house  ad- 
joining the  church  property  as  a 
parsonage. 

Plans  were  formulated  to  build  a  new  church  for  the  Zion  congregation 
during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Rowe.  The  present  parsonage  at  101  Poplar 
St.  was  built  in  1936. 
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LONNIE  CARPENTER 


HUITT  CARPENTER 


Sons  of  the  late  Perry  Albert,  and  Mrs.  Carpenter 
SONS  OF  ZION  CONGREGATION 

Rev.  Lonnie  A.  Carpenter,  pastor  Rev.  Huitt  R.  Carpenter,  pastor 
of  First  Evangelical  and  Reformed  of  St.  Mark's  Evangelical  and 
Church,  Burlington,  N.  C.  Reformed  Church,  R.  R.  1,  Burling- 

ton, N.  C. 


REV.  ARTHUR  R.  DETWILER  EDUCATION  BUILDING 

1949  -  1953 

During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Detwiler  the  congregation  took  action 
to  erect  the  first  unit  of  the  new  church  building,  which  was  completed 
and  dedicated  at  a  cost  of  $72,000. 
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REV.  HENRY  J.  MEIER 
1953  - 


DR.  W.  W.  ROWE 
Pastor  Emeritus 


Under  the  leadership  of  our  present  pastor,  in  January  1954  the 
congregation  took  action  to  reactivate  the  building  fund.  A  finance 
committee  consisting  of  Mrs.  John  F.  Bost  and  Mr.  C.  Dennis  Rabb, 
Co- Chairmen;  Mrs.  John  McNairy,  Mrs.  Clyde  R.  Hedrick,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harland  M.  Deal,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  M.  Williams,  Mrs.  Clarence  Beach, 
Mr.  Thomas  C.  Harville,  Mr.  George  Rabb  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Morrow  were 
authorized  by  the  congregation  to  solicit  funds  and  pledges  from  the 
congregation.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  congregation  in  January 
1955  plans  were  made  to  employ  Mr.  Vernon  E.  Lewis  with  Loewenstein- 
Atkinson  Associates  as  architect,  and  further  action  was  taken  to  begin 
construction  of  the  new  building  when  $50,000  was  on  hand  in  cash  and 
guaranteed  pledges.  On  August  8,  1955  the  contract  was  awarded  to 
Herman  Sipe  Company  of  Conover,  N.  C.  This  company  presented  the 
lowest  bid  of  $89,000  for  the  general  contract.  The  construction  of  the 
new  building  was  begun  on  April  1  and  completed  in  time  for  the 
dedication  services  today,  November  11,  1956. 
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CONSISTORY 


Front  row,  left  to  right:  Robert  W.  Boyd,  Paul  Whitener,  George  L. 
Brown,  W.  P.  Morrow,  Macon  M.  Williams,  Harland  M.  Deal,  George 
E.  Rabb. 

Back  row,  left  to  right:  Thomas  C.  Harville,  Joe  M.  Sullivan,  C. 
D.  Rabb,  Rev.  Henry  J.  Meier,  Samuel  C.  Dyke,  John  F.  Bost,  Harold. 
L.  Smith  and  Dr.  Clyde  R.  Hedrick. 

Absent  when  picture  was  taken  Dr.  Verne  H.  Blackwelder,  Earl  0. 
Abernathy  and  Orin  S.  Whitener. 

Elder  Emeriti,  absent  Mr.  Robert  W.  Hedrick,  Sr.  and  Mn\  John 
R.  Ingle. 


BUILDING  COMMITTEE 
From  left  to  right:  C.  D.  Rabb,  Mrs.  Clarence  Hedrick,  Thomas  C. 
Harville^  Macon  M.  Williams,  chairman;  John  F.  Bost,  Mrs.  John  F. 
Bost,  Dr.  Clyde  R.  Hedrick.  Absent  when  picture  was  taken:  Dr.  Verne 
H.  Blackwelder.  and  Earl  O.  Abernathy, 
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THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 
Mrs.  John  F.  Bost  and  Mr.  C.  D.  Rabb,  co-chairmen;  Mrs.  John 
McNairy,  Mrs.  Clyde  R.  Hedrick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harland  M.  Deal,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  M.  M.  Williams,  Mrs.  Clarence  Beach,  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Harville, 
Mr.  George  E.  Rabb,  treasurer;  Mr.  W.  P.  Morrow. 

THE  DEDICATION  COMMITTEE 
Mr.  Thomas  C.  Harville,  chairman;  Mr.  and  Mrs*.  Harland  M.  Deal, 
Mrs.  Joe  Sullivan,  Mr.  John  Brookshire,  Mr.  George  L.  Brown,  Dr. 
Clyde  R.  Hedrick,  Dr.  Verne  H.  Blackwelder,  Mr.  C.  D-.  Rabb  and  Mr. 
John  F.  Bost. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
TO  THESE  WE  ARE  GRATEFUL: 

The  Architect  and  Builder  of  our  New  Church: 

Mr.  Vernon  E.  Lewis,  Architect;  Loewenstein- Atkinson  Associates. 
Herman  Sipe  and  Company,  Contractor  and  Builder 


Erecting  Steel 
Sheet  Metal  Work,  Steeple 
Electrical  Work 
Heating  and  Air  Conditioning 
Nave  Windows 
Church  Furniture 
Painting 
Carpet  and  Tile 
The  Rose  Window 
Pew  Cushions 
Interior  Decorator 


SUB  CONTRACTORS 

Herman  Erection  Company,  Hickory 
Bowman  Sheet  Metal  Works,  Hickory 
Home  Electric  Co.,  Lenoir 
Parlier  and  Tomlinson,  Lenoir 
Caldwell  Glass  Co.,  Lenoir 
Southern  Desk  Co.,  Hickory 
Ross  Mathewson,  Conover 
Kay-Day  Tile  and  Carpet  Co.,  Burlington 
Russel  Church  Studios,  Winston-Salem 
Theater  Seat  Service  Co.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Mrs.  Doris  Sorrell,  Durham 


PARSONAGE 
The  parsonage,  101  Poplar  St.,  Lenoir,  built  in  1936 
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PAMPHLET  BINDER 


Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Stockton,  Calif. 
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